
                                            
Abang Johari: Sarawak on track to planting 35 million trees by 2025 
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Abang Johari planting a belian tree to launch the programme at Bukit Siol, while others look on. Photo by Tan Song Wei 

KUCHING (Dec 23): The state government is confident that Sarawak can fulfill its target of planting 
35 million trees in five years, said Chief Minister Datuk Patinggi Abang Johari Tun Openg. 
 
“Sarawak aims to plant 35 million trees or 35 per cent of the total trees that will be planted in 
Malaysia during the 12th Malaysia Plan, which is from 2021 to 2025. On average, each year for the 
next five years, as many as seven million trees will be planted throughout the state. 
 
“We are confident that we can achieve this target easily because since June last year until Dec 20 
this year, we have planted a total of 10,452,607 trees, covering 50 species, with an area of 9,732.14 
hectares throughout Sarawak,” he said at the launch of the state-level Malaysia Greening 
Programme tree-planting campaign at Bukit Siol today. 
 
Abang Johari informed that the state’s Forest Landscape Restoration programme also supports the 
national programme to plant 100 million trees, as initiated by the Ministry of Energy and Natural 
Resources. 
 
He said that the programme will be implemented through various planting programmes covering 
logging areas, forest plantations, forest reserve areas, fully protected areas, native customary rights 
(NCR) land and privately-owned land. 



 
Abang Johari called on more local communities to be actively involved in the greening programme to 
make it a success, including getting involved in setting up nurseries to supply commercial local tree 
seedlings or to provide silviculture planting and treatment services. 
 
He pointed out that such direct involvement will be able to generate income for them as well as 
improve the living standards of the locals in the long run. 
 
He said that in support of the implementation of this programme and to ensure that the valuable 
and high quality seeds are always sufficient, the state government through the Forest Department 
also redeveloped three existing nurseries namely the Sabal Forest Landscape Restoration (FLR) 
Centre, Simunjan, Sarawak Tree Improvement Centre, Sibu and Forest Research Station, Niah. 
 
“The government is also developing two new nurseries at Kayangeran, Lawas and Bintawa, Kuching. 
 
“This morning, we planted a belian tree that has been declared as a heritage tree of the Sarawak. 
We hope the next generation can see for themselves and appreciate the uniqueness of this heritage 
tree. 
 
“The state government will create at least one hectare in the area of Bukit Siol as a modern and well-
planned ‘Taman Dirian Pokok Belian’ in Petra Jaya, as well as at other locations to be identified,” he 
said. 
 
Also present were Assistant Minister of Urban Planning, Land Administration and Environment Datu 
Len Talif Salleh, Assistant Minister in the Chief Minister’s Department (Islamic Affairs and DBKU) 
Datuk. Dr Abdul Rahman Junaidi, Assistant Minister in the Chief Minister’s Department (Law, State-
Federal Relations and Project Monitoring) Datuk Sharifah Hasidah Sayeed Aman Ghazali, Kuching 
North City Hall (DBKU) mayor Datu Junaidi Reduan, Sarawak Forest Director Datu Hamden 
Mohammad, and others. 
 
Source:https://www.theborneopost.com/2020/12/23/abang-johari-sarawak-on-track-to-planting-
35-million-trees-by-2025/ 
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